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Provident Medical Association a very satisfactory state of
that institution was reported. There is a membership o
;between- 3,000 and 4,000, and during the year a sum of about
*2,90o was received,; the working expenses amount to about
I7 per cent. There was a considerable addition during the
year both to the acting and consulting staffs. This institu-
.tion was founded some four years ago on similar lines to
that in existence at Eastbourne in England. The dividend
paid to the medical officers has never been less than atthe
rate of .i6s. a member per annum, and it has been as much
as i8s.
Dr. J. J. Steel of this city, (who accompanied the Naval

Brigade contingent on active service in China, succumbed to
an attack of sunstroke near Taku.: He was a well-known and
highly-esteemed practitioner, and his untimely death is much
regretted.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE DIPLOMA IN PUBLIC HEALTH.

SIR,-Your correspondent " Curriculum " has a difficulty in
understanding how the new regulation of the General Medical
Council-requiring the candidate for a diploma in Public
Health to be associated day by day with a medical officer of
health for a period of three months-is to be carried out. I
entirely agree with him that nothing approaching the require-
ments of the new regulation has ever been practised with
th.ree or four pupils, nor ever can be. I agree with him that
not more than one, or at most two, pupils can be efficiently
associated with any medical officer of health at one and the
same time. But your correspondent's difficulty is due to the
assumption that pupils can only be associated with metropo-
litan medical officers of health or those of provincial teaching
centres. There is no such limitation in fact. Pupils may be
associated, and are intended by the regulation to be asso-
ciated, with medical officers of health anywhere over the
kingdom. I have no doubt that there are quite a sufficient
number of medical officers willing to have a pupil all the
time, without fee, considering that the work he will relieve
them of will counterbalance any trouble he may cause. It
would be a very good thing indeed if it were made compulsory
upon medical officers of districts having a population of, say,
over 3o,ooo to take pupils. The association of a pupil who
would want to know why certain things were done, and why
certain other things were not done, would exert a distinctly
stimulating and an entirely wholesome influence upon a few
old fogies like myself, who are apt to run in grooves and ruts.
-I am, etc.,
January 3pst. MEDICAL OFrICER OF HEALTH.

ACCENTUATED AORTIC SECOND SOUND.
SIR,-My excuse for troubling you with a letter on this

subject is that some rather complicated explanations have
been offered in your columns to account for the fact that the
above phenomenon is met with in two quite different classes
of cases, whereas the matter seems to me quite simple.
As is well known, the aortic valves close when the intra-

ventricular pressure is equalled by the aortic, the point being
marked on the pulse curve by thie bottom of the dicrotic
notch, so that prior to that instant both pressures are falling,
the intraventricular falling, of course, the more rapidly. It
is, then, the difference between these two rates of fall which
conditions the intensity of vibration of the valves and the
intensity of the sound produced; the greater the differ-
ence between the two rates of change the more sharply must
the valves close.
Supposing for a moment the rate of intraventricular fall

fixed, the difference between iAle rates of fall would be
increased whenever the aortic rate of fall was diminished, a
condition likely to be met with when the excursion of the
pulse is diminished, either from the pressure falling but
little between the beats, as in'granular kidney, or from the
pressure being raised but little with the beats, as in failing
heart. The latter of the two conditions- seems to be illus-
trated by the cases mentioned in Dr. Lees's most interesting
paper on acute dilatation of the heart with accentuation of
bothi-econd sounds. That the rate of intraventricular fall is

increased in these cases seems to me unlikely,, for an ex'-
hausted muscle has a relatively slow relaxation.-I aim etc
Albemarle Street, W., Feb. ist. A. CROFT hILL, 3I.B

THE TRAINING OF WORKHOUSE NURSES.
SIR,-I was very glad to see your remarks in the BRITISH,

MEDICAL JOURNAL of January. 26th on the above subject.
There is no doubt that guardians and their medical officers-
who are anxious to. impro6e the nursing in workhouse infirm-
aries are very much-hampered by the great difficulty in
obtaining properly triainednurses.
This in, many cases is not due to any deficiency in the-

salary ored, but to the dearth of nurses. It has always-
see.med to me 'that the Local Government Board could meet,
this want by arranging with all those workhouse infirmaries.
that have training schools to train a certain number of nurses
for workhouse nursing.
The fact that these are supported by the rates, and yet,

should almost only train for hospital or private nursing, and
not for the pauper sick, is an anomaly, if not almost a scandal,
as long as there is this great dearth of nurses for the county
workhouses.
Our Salisbury Board of Guardians have always generously

recognised their responsibility to the sick under their charge,
and it is disheartening to them and myself that even a good
salary does not bring forward suitable candidates when a
vacancy occurs.-I am, etc.,

L. S. LUCK-HAM,
Salisbury, February 4th. M.O., Salisbury Workhouse.

PRIVATE NURSING HOMES.
SIR,-As the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL have already beeD

opened to correspondence on the subject of private nursing
homes, will you allow me to ask, Should not the question of
the necessity for the licensing of 'such institutions be taken
into consideration by the medical profession ?
These homes, which are now springing up in constantly

increasing numbers, are not infrequently managed by persons,
whose object in starting them is rather to make money than
to ensure the welfare of their patients. No matter how
unqualified for the office a woman may be there is nothing
to prevent her from putting a brass plate on her door and
styling her house "Nursing Institute-Private Home for
Paying Patients," or any other title she chooses. She is the
sole lessee and manager of the business, has the control and
teaching of the nurses who attend the patients, is not.
responsible to anyone for the conduct of her house, and is
never in fear of a visit of inspection. It is in this fact that
the nursing home, which is supposed to be to the well-to-
do what the hospital is to the poor, differs materially froni
the latter, and for the worse.

It must be remembered that nursing homes as a rule'take,
all sorts and conditions of cases. People who "have their-
wits about them," who can complain if they are badly fed,
neglected, or roughly treated, are not those on whose behalf
a change such as I advocate in the present constitution of
nursing homes is imperatively called for. There are unfor-
tunately many patients sent to such places who are not in a
condition to know if they are getting the nourishment and
care they are entitled to receive for the high terms charged,
and who, from the mental feebleness that is a part of their
illness, are not in a condition to be left in the hands of any
but those who will not trade on their infirmity for the sake-
of a little extra gain.
That a woman should be able to establish a nursingw

home, should undertake the care of the sick, and the
instruction of nurses in their duties, and at the same
time be ludicrously ignorant of elementary nursing, is a state-
of things that ought not to be possible. That it is possible-
the following facts-for the truth of which I vouch-wili
show.
A patient in a nursing home in London was to be given a

nutrient enema, the proprietress undertook to administer it.
A friend of the patient was present, and was asked to hand
the administrator of the enema the vaseline to oil the nozzle;
she handed a small box which had been among the patient's be-
longings when she came to the home. Withthis the nozzle was
lubricated; and the enema administered to the patient whilst
she waslyingon her back. While thiswas being done the friend


